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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to amendment received on June 6, 2005. Clam 2 was 
canceled. Claims 1, 3, 6, 10, 14 and 18 were amended. Claims 1 and 3-21 are pending 
examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "it" in 8 th line of the claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 and 3-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Doganata et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,728,714 (referred to hereafter as Doganata). 
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As to claim 6, Doganata teaches a method for detecting and selectively 
preventing the forwarding of an electronic message after receipt by the recipient, 
wherein the electronic message has a unique message identifier, the method 
comprising: 

coding the electronic message to indicate a request to prevent forwarding (see 
col. 4 lines 40-61 , e-mail is sent with an identifier); 

scanning the electronic message for a request to prevent forwarding (see col. 4 
lines 40-61, e-mail is scanned for identifier); 

storing the message identifier in a blacklist database whenever the request is 
found (see coL 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7, message identifier is stored in a database); and 

blocking forwarding by the recipient of the electronic message that has been 
received by the recipient when the message identifier matches an entry in the blacklist 
database (see col. 4 lines 40-61 , e-mail is deleted from the inbox). 

As to claim 7, Doganata teaches the method of claim 6, wherein the electronic 
message includes a message body, and wherein scanning includes searching the 
message body for a request to prevent forwarding (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 
lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 8, Doganata teaches the method of claim 7, wherein the electronic 
message includes a message header, and wherein scanning includes searching the 
message header for a request to prevent forwarding (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 
lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 
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As to claim 9, Doganata teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising: 
selecting the electronic message in which to include the request to prevent forwarding 
(see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 10, Doganata teaches a system for detecting and selectively 
preventing the forwarding of an electronic message received by a recipient, wherein the 
electronic message has a unique message identifier, the method comprising: 
means for coding the electronic message to indicate a request to prevent forwarding; 
means for scanning the electronic message for a request to prevent forwarding; means 
for storing the message identifier in a blacklist database whenever the request is found; 
and means for blocking forwarding by the recipient of the electronic message that has 
been received by the recipient whenever the message identifier matches an entry in the 
blacklist database (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 1 1 , Doganata teaches the system of claim 10, wherein the electronic 
message includes a message body, and wherein the means for scanning includes 
searching the message body for a request to prevent forwarding (see col. 4 lines 40-61 
and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 12, Doganata teaches the system of claim 1 1 , wherein the electronic 
message includes a message header, and wherein the means for scanning includes 
searching the message header for a request to prevent forwarding (see col. 4 lines 40- 
61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7), 
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As to claim 13, Doganata teaches the system of claim 12, further comprising: 
means for selecting the electronic message in which to include the request to prevent 
forwarding (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 14, Doganata teaches a computer-readable medium having stored 
thereon instructions which, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to 
perform the steps of: coding an electronic message to indicate a request to prevent 
forwarding scanning the electronic message for a request to prevent forwarding; storing 
the a message identifier in a blacklist database whenever the request is found; and 
blocking forwarding by a recipient of the electronic message once it has been received 
bar the recipient whenever the message identifier matches an entry in the blacklist 
database (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 15, Doganata teaches the medium of claim 14, wherein the electronic 
message includes a message body, and wherein scanning includes searching the 
message body for a request to prevent forwarding (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 
lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 16, Doganata teaches the medium of claim 15, wherein the electronic 
message includes a message header, and wherein scanning includes searching the 
message header for a request to prevent forwarding (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 
lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 17, Doganata teaches the medium of claim lb, further comprising: 
selecting the electronic message in which to include the request to prevent forwarding 
(see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 
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As to claim 18, Doganata teaches a computer readable medium containing 
instructions that when executed by a computer perform the acts of: 
receiving user input for preventing forwarding of one or more electronic mail messages 
being sent to a recipient; storing matching input in a blacklist database; and upon a 
subsequent attempt to forward one of the one or more received electronic mail 
messages by the recipient who has received the one or more electronic mail messages, 
referencing the user input relative to the matching input in the blacklist database and 
preventing forwarding by the recipient (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 
lines 7). 

As to claim 19, Doganata teaches the computer readable medium of claim 18, 
wherein receiving user input comprises receiving user input included in the header of an 
electronic mail message being created at a client computer where the user input from 
the header is referenced upon an attempt to forward the electronic mail message (see 
col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 20, Doganata teaches the computer readable medium of claim 18, 
wherein receiving user input comprises offering an option for a user to select within a 
graphical user interface when generating an electronic mail message at a client 
computer, the option being for preventing forwarding of the electronic mail message 
where the user input to the graphical user interface is referenced upon an attempt to 
forward the electronic mail message (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 
lines 7). 
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As to claim 21, Doganata teaches the computer readable medium of claim 18, 
wherein receiving user input to prevent forwarding comprises configuring a gateway of a 
network that the one or more electronic mail messages pass through to prevent 
forwarding of the one or more electronic mail messages (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 
2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 and 3-5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Doganata . 

As to claim 1 , Doganata teaches a system for detecting and selectively 
preventing the forwarding of an electronic message, wherein the message is sent by a 
sender and received by to a recipient, and wherein the message has a message body 
and a message header, the system comprising: 

a gateway in communication with an electronic mail client; a message selection 
module wherein the message selection module allows the sender to purposely identify 
selected messages by including, message identifiers in the message body; 

a message database in communication with the gateway for storing a first 
message identifier associated with the electronic message; and 
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a search module in communication with the message database for determining 
whether a second message identifier associated with a received electronic message is 
contained in the message database and, if the message database contains the second 
message identifier, preventing forwarding of the received message by the recipient (see 
col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

Doganata does not explicitly teach the limitation the gateway is a "wireless 
gateway". However Ralston teaches a system and method for filtering e-mails using a 
wireless gateway. It would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Doganata by using a wireless gateway as taught by 
Ralston because doing so would allow the user to use portable devices to communicate 
over the internet using wireless communication. 

As to claim 3, Doganata teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein the message 
selection module identifies selected messages by including dot commands in the 
message body (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 4, Doganata teaches the system of claim 3, wherein the message 
selection module identifies selected messages by including commands in the message 
header (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 

As to claim 5, Doganata teaches the system of claim 4, wherein the gateway 
applies a set of default policies to the electronic message (see col. 4 lines 40-61 and 
col. 2 lines 62-col. 3 lines 7). 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A. El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571)272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Hussein El-chanti 
July 27, 2005 
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